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Figure 5.3. Ground water and aquifer terminology.

*Subsurface openings range in size from subcapillary to supercapillary. In some aquifers—for example, in a well-sorted
medium-grained sand—all openings are of capillary size, In such aquifersall openings are filled with water fora short distance
above the water table asa result of capillary forces, Some hydrologists favor extending the definition of the zone of saturation to
include that part of the capillary fringe in which all openings are filled with water. According to these hydrologists, the water
table is that level in the zone of saturation at which the water is under atmospheric pressure,
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